
 
Coffee Tasting Vocabulary 

Acidity:  A certain pucker, think citrus 
citrusy, acidic, tart, bright………………..…mellow, mild, soft  

Sweetness:  A sort of smell of sugar being caramelized 
smokey, burnt, charred…………malty, chocolatey, roasted nuts 

Body:  Mouthfeel, think about skim milk versus heavy cream 
watery, light, thin…………………………….….full, rich, juicy 

Aftertaste:  Length coffee’s flavors after swallowing 
brief, flat……………………harsh (if bitter), smooth (if sweet)  

Safe bets: Balanced, Medium-bodied, Smooth 
Wild cards: Spicy, Floral, Fragrant, Complex, Interesting

       ACIDITY 
SHARP                                                                                                               FLAT


SWEETNESS 
BITTER________________________________________________________ CARAMEL 

AFTERTASTE 
SHORT                                                                                                     _LONG

BODY 
DELICATE__            _____________________________________              HEAVY _____
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